Surgery for Small Cell Lung Cancer.
Retrospective analyses have shown that, following surgical resection, patients with early-stage small cell lung cancer have a survival rate comparable to that seen with non-small cell lung cancer, especially if combined modality therapy is used. Surgery has been employed in three specific instances: primary surgery followed by postoperative chemotherapy and, when indicated, mediastinal irradiation for tumors presenting as peripheral nodules; multimodality therapy including induction chemotherapy followed by surgery; and radiotherapy in "resectable," very limited disease and "salvage surgery" for patients with limited disease previously treated, recurring at the primary site. The results of such surgery in very selected patients yields the best reported results in the treatment of small cell lung cancer. These approaches are worthy of further study.